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DEMOCRATSWIN BOTHHOUSES!
Tuesday, November 3: America voted. By Sunday, November 8, the count was clear.

Vote du 3 novembre Les démocrates remportent les deux chambres

Élections de mi-mandat Résultats annoncés Voir page 6

THE BIG STORY À la une

DemocratsWin the House and the Senate

By The Lucerna newsroom Reading level: A2

On Tuesday, November 3, Americans

voted in the midterm election — for all

435 seats in the House of

Representatives, for 35 seats in the

Senate, and for governor in 36 states.

By Sunday, November 8, the count

was clear enough to call: the

Democrats won the House, and the

Democrats won the Senate.

The numbers, as called by the

Associated Press on Sunday,

November 8: in the House, 254 seats

for the Democrats and 162 for the

Republicans, with 19 races still

uncalled. The majority is 218. In the

Senate, the Democrats won 20 of the

33 races called, and the Republicans

13, with two races — in Alaska and

Mississippi — still uncalled.

Before the vote, the Republicans held

the House, 218 seats to 214, and the

Senate, 53 to 47. On election night,

seven Senate seats changed hands —

in Iowa, Kansas, Maine, North

Carolina, Ohio, South Carolina and

Texas — and all seven went to the

Democrats. Five governors' offices

changed hands too: Georgia, Iowa,

Nevada, Ohio and Texas.

A “call” is not the official result. News

organisations call a race when the

maths is clear. The official result

comes later, when each state checks

its count and certifies it — between

November 10 and December 18. Until

then, the numbers can still move a

little. Page 6 explains how to read

them.

The new Congress meets in January

2027. Until then, the old Congress

finishes its work — and the winners

plan theirs. This week also brings the

jungle back to television, a look back

at last year's Ashes, and a new Hunger

Games film to the cinema. Welcome

back to VOL.4!

Note | a midterm = une élection de mi-mandat ·

to call a race = annoncer le résultat · a seat = un

siège.

THEWEEK IN NUMBERS Chiffres

Nov 3 — the vote (jour du vote) ·

254–162 — the House, as called on Nov 8

(la Chambre)

218 — the majority (la majorité) · 7 —

Senate seats that changed hands (sièges

du Sénat qui changent de camp)

TRY IT NOW À vous de jouer

A2 1.
Americans voted in the ___ election on

November 3.

A2 2.
News organisations ___ a race when the

maths is clear.

A2 3.
All 435 ___ in the House were on the ballot.

A2 4.
The ___ in the House is 218 seats.

B1 5.
Seven Senate seats ___ hands on election

night.

B1 6.
The new Congress meets in ___ 2027.

SEARCHES

OF THEWEEK
Recherches de la semaine Google Trends

1. midterm results

2. thanksgiving

3. hunger games

4. i'm a celebrity

5. anti-bullying week

Snapshots, early November:

search interest changes during the day.

Intérêt relatif, pas des volumes exacts.

IN THIS ISSUE Sommaire

p.2 After the vote: what now? A2

p.3 Haymitch in the arena A2→B1

p.4 Perth, Turin & football B1

p.5 Break the silence B1

p.6 Reading the results B2

p.7 Phrases of the week A2→B2

p.8 Exercises & answers all

THEWORDOF THEWEEK

“midterm”

an election in the middle of a president's

four-year term.

Élections de mi-mandat : toute la Chambre et

un tiers du Sénat.

The United States Capitol in Washington, D.C. — the home of Congress. The new Congress, with a

Democratic House and a Democratic Senate, meets in January 2027.

Noclip — public domain, via Wikimedia Commons

TWOHOUSES, ONEMAP

One country, two houses. The House of

Representatives has 435 seats, and all of

them were on the ballot. The Senate has

100 seats, and 35 were on the ballot.

That is why the map changed in one

night — and why it will take weeks to

finish.

Read page 6 for the full map — and the

numbers behind it.

IN BRIEF En bref

ELECTION

Nov 3: America voted. Democrats win

both houses, as called on Nov 8. (p. 6)

JUNGLE

Mon, Nov 16, 9 p.m.: I'm a Celebrity

returns to ITV1. (p. 3)

ASHES

A year ago: Australia beat England 4–1

in the 2025–26 Ashes. (p. 4)

LIGHTNINGQUIZ Quiz éclair Lisez la une, choisissez la bonne réponse Réponses page 8

A2 7.
The Democrats won the House with... A.

218 seats called · B. 254 seats called · C.

162 seats called

A2 8.
The midterm vote was on... A. Tuesday,

November 3 · B. Sunday, November 8 · C.

Monday, November 16

A2 9.
Amajority in the House is... A. 100 seats ·

B. 435 seats · C. 218 seats

A2 10.
The new Congress meets in... A. November ·

B. December · C. January 2027
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LIFE La vie The Lucerna
LEVEL A2 After the vote Après le vote

TheWeek After the Vote:
What Happens Now?

By The Lucerna newsroom Reading level: A2

The vote is over. The counting is not.

OnMonday, November 9, the day this

issue went to press, election workers

in many states were still opening mail

ballots and checking signatures. In

Alaska and Mississippi, the Senate

races were still too close to call.

What happens next? First, the states

certify their counts — between

November 10 and December 18.

Georgia law calls for a runoff on

December 1 only if no candidate wins

a majority — but Jon Ossoff won

reelection with about 59% of the vote,

so there is no runoff. Mississippi has

no runoff: the most votes win. Then

the winners are sworn in, and the new

Congress meets in January 2027.

In Washington, the parties choose

their leaders. The Republicans in the

House vote on Tuesday, November 10.

The Democrats in the House vote on

November 18 and 19. The Speaker —

the leader of the House — is chosen

when the new Congress meets in

January. The Speaker, Mike Johnson,

has said he will not run to lead the

Republicans in the new Congress.

TWOHOUSES, TWO JOBS

Why two houses? The House of

Representatives has 435 seats, and

every seat is on the ballot every two

years. The Senate has 100 seats, and

about a third of them are on the ballot

each time. A senator serves for six

years. A member of the House serves

for two. That is why the House

changes fast, and the Senate changes

slowly.

SENATE IN NUMBERS Le Sénat

100 — seats in the Senate. 35 — seats

on the ballot on November 3. 6 — years

in a senator's term.

Life goes on around the politics. Next

week is Thanksgiving week in

America. Thanksgiving Day is

Thursday, November 26 — a day for

family, for a big dinner, and for the

turkey. Many families travel home,

and the Friday after it, November 27,

is Black Friday, the biggest shopping

day of the year.

And in Britain? The week is quieter —

but the television is not. OnMonday,

November 16, at 9 p.m., the jungle

opens again: I'm a Celebrity is back

on ITV1. Page 3 has the story — and

the words you need for the jungle.

THE CALENDAR Calendrier

10 nov. — les républicains choisissent

leur chef · 18–19 nov. — les démocrates

votent

20 nov. — Journée mondiale de

l'enfance · 26 nov. — Thanksgiving · 27

nov. — Black Friday

WHAT IS ON THISWEEK?

Second story of the week — and it is on

your screen. On Friday, November 20,

the new Hunger Games film opens in

cinemas, and the ATP Finals end in

Turin on Sunday, November 22. On

Saturday, November 21, the Premier

League is back — and page 4 looks

back at the Ashes. Page 3 has the film

guide, page 4 the sport.

On television, the week is just as full.

I'm a Celebrity opens on Monday

night, and the jungle will be on every

night for weeks. Thanksgiving is a

week away — and the turkey is already

in the shops.

How do you say the date of the new

Congress? “In January 2027.” is the

sentence of the week. The phrase box

below shows three ways to say it.

Note | to certify = confirmer

officiellement · a runoff = un second tour.

A wild turkey, drawn by John James Audubon.

The turkey is the bird of Thanksgiving — on

Thursday, November 26, it is the centre of the

American dinner table.

John James Audubon — public domain, via Wikimedia

Commons

DID YOUKNOW?

The new Congress meets in January

2027 — two months after the vote.

Thanksgiving is always the fourth

Thursday of November.

The House has 435 seats — and every

one of them was on the ballot on

November 3.

ANDYOU? Et vous ?

And you? What happens after an

election in your country? Who counts

the votes, and how long does it take?

Write three sentences in English for

VOL.5.

Dans votre pays, que se passe-t-il après

une élection ? Écrivez trois phrases en

anglais à la rédaction.

SAY IT: IN JANUARY 2027 Comment dire la date The new Congress, in three sentences Le nouveau Congrès en trois phrases

The counting continues.

Le dépouillement continue.

The new Congress meets in January.

Le nouveau Congrès se réunit en janvier.

Happy Thanksgiving!

Joyeux Thanksgiving !

to certify = to confirm (confirmer officiellement)

a runoff = a second vote (second tour)

sworn in = to take the oath (prêter serment)

a turkey = the bird of Thanksgiving (la dinde)

This week: on Monday, November 9, this issue went to

press. The numbers in it are the calls of Sunday,

November 8 — and the counting goes on.

EXERCISES Exercices Réponses page 8 Retrouvez chaque réponse par son numéro

A THEDATE

Complétez les dates en anglais.

A2 11. Complétez

The vote was on Tuesday, ___ 3.

A2 12. Complétez

The new Congress meets in ___ 2027.

A2 13. Complétez

A runoff, if needed, is on December ___.

A2 14. Complétez

Thanksgiving is on ___, November 26.

A2 15. Complétez

Black Friday is on November ___.

B WILL

Réécrivez avec will + verbe.

A2 16. Réécrivez

The new Congress (meet) in January.→
___

A2 17. Réécrivez

States (certify) their counts.→ ___

A2 18. Réécrivez

Families (travel) home for

Thanksgiving.→ ___

B1 19. Réécrivez

They (watch) the jungle on Monday?→
___

C COMPREHENSION

Lisez la page 2 et choisissez.

A2 20.

Certification runs... A. Nov 3–9 · B. Nov

10–Dec 18 · C. Jan–Feb

A2 21.

A runoff, if needed, is on... A. November

10 · B. November 26 · C. December 1

A2 22.

Thanksgiving Day is... A. Thu, Nov 26 · B.

Fri, Nov 27 · C. Mon, Nov 16

A2 23.

I'm a Celebrity returns on... A. Sun, Nov

15 · B. Mon, Nov 16 · C. Fri, Nov 20

D THEWORDS

A2 24–27. Associez

24. a runoff

25. to certify

26. a turkey

27. Thanksgiving

a. the bird of the Thanksgiving dinner

b. a second vote, when nobody wins

c. to confirm a count officially

d. the American family holiday
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CULTURE Culture The Lucerna
A2→ B1 Friday at the movies Vendredi au cinéma

Friday at theMovies:
Haymitch Goes Back to the
Arena

By The Lucerna newsroom Reading level: A2→ B1

On Friday, November 20, a familiar

name returns to the cinema:

Haymitch Abernathy. “The Hunger

Games: Sunrise on the Reaping” tells

the story of the young Haymitch —

sixteen years old, from District 12 —

in the 50th Hunger Games, the

Second Quarter Quell, when twice as

many young people were sent into the

arena.

The film is based on the novel by

Suzanne Collins, published in 2025.

Joseph Zada plays the young

Haymitch. McKenna Grace plays

Maysilee Donner, his fellow tribute

from District 12. Ralph Fiennes plays

the young President Snow. Francis

Lawrence, who directed the earlier

Hunger Games films, directs this one

too.

Fans of the first films will know what

happens next: Haymitch wins the

50th Games — and becomes the tired,

funny, clever mentor of the later

stories, played in the first films by

Woody Harrelson. This film shows

how he got there: a boy from District

12, in the cruellest Games of all.

And on the small screen? OnMonday,

November 16, at 9 p.m., “I'm a

Celebrity... Get Me Out of Here!”

returns to ITV1 and ITVX. Ant and

Dec are back in the Australian jungle,

near Murwillumbah in New South

Wales. The launch is a day later than

usual — because England play Spain

in the Nations League on Sunday,

November 15. ITV has not confirmed

the campmates yet: the names will

come a few days before the launch.

Two jungles, one week: a painted

jungle in the cinema, and a real jungle

on television. In one, the prize is

survival. In the other, the prize is the

public's vote — and the title of King or

Queen of the Jungle.

COMING SOON Bientôt

Fri Nov 20 — “The Hunger Games:

Sunrise on the Reaping” opens in

cinemas. The album of songs from the

film arrives a week earlier, on Nov 13.

Mon Nov 16 — “I'm a Celebrity” opens

on ITV1, 9 p.m. “Unpacked”, the

companion show, is on ITV2.

Sun Nov 15 — “How to Survive the

Jungle”, a one-off special, before the

launch.

A film is not only a story — it is also

English practice. Listen for three

things: the catchphrase (the line

everybody repeats), the joke (why does

the room laugh?), and the ending

(happy, sad, or open?). After the film,

try to tell the story in five English

sentences.

And if you stay at home, the same rule

works for a series: one episode, five

sentences, in English. The best

five-sentence reviews will be printed

in VOL.5 — send yours to the

newsroom.

Note | a tribute = un tribut choisi · a

mentor = un mentor · the arena = l'arène ·

a campmate = un camarade de camp.

A COMPREHENSION

Lisez l'article de la page 3 et choisissez la

bonne réponse.

A2 28.

“Sunrise on the Reaping” opens on... A.

November 16 · B. Friday, November 20 ·

C. November 22

A2 29.

The young Haymitch is played by... A.

Joseph Zada · B. Woody Harrelson · C.

Ralph Fiennes

A2 30.

The 50th Games, the Second Quarter

Quell, sent... A. half as many tributes · B.

the same number · C. twice as many

young people

B1 31.

The young President Snow is played by...

A. Francis Lawrence · B. Ralph Fiennes ·

C. McKenna Grace

B1 32.

“I'm a Celebrity” returns on... A. Monday,

November 16, at 9 p.m. · B. Sunday,

November 15 · C. Friday, November 20

B1 33.

The launch is a day late because... A. of

the rain · B. of the film · C. England play

Spain on Sunday, November 15

B SENTENCES

Complétez la phrase avec le mot donné.

A2 34. Complétez

The film ___ on Friday, November 20.

A2 35. Complétez

Haymitch becomes the ___ of the later

stories.

B1 36. Complétez

The 50th Games sent ___ as many

young people.

B1 37. Complétez

Ant and Dec are back in the Australian

___.

C THEWORDS

A2 38–41. Associez

38. a tribute

39. a mentor

40. the arena

41. a campmate

a. a person who teaches and guides

you

b. a person chosen to take part in the

Games

c. a person who lives with you in the

jungle camp

d. the place where the Games are

fought

D PAST SIMPLE

Réécrivez au prétérit (choses déjà arrivées).

A2 42. Réécrivez

Collins (publish) the novel in 2025.→
___

A2 43. Réécrivez

Haymitch (win) the 50th Games.→ ___

B1 44. Réécrivez

Rousseau (paint) jungles he never saw.

→ ___

B1 45. Réécrivez

ITV (choose) Monday for the launch.→
___

A tiger in a painted jungle: Henri Rousseau's

“Surprised!” (1891). Rousseau never left France

— he painted his jungles from books and the

botanical garden in Paris.

Henri Rousseau — public domain, via Wikimedia Commons

HAYMITCH'S GAMES Les Jeux

The 50th Games: twice as many

tributes as usual — four from each

district, not two. The winner: a

sixteen-year-old boy from District 12.

FIVE SENTENCES

After any film or episode, tell the story in

five English sentences: who, where, what

happened, the surprise, the ending. Five

sentences are enough — and they are

excellent practice.

Example: “A boy goes to the arena. The

Games are cruel and long. He makes a

friend and loses her. He wins with a trick,

not with force. Then he goes home —

changed.” Now it is your turn.

Cinq phrases : qui, où, ce qui s'est passé, le

rebondissement, la fin — cinq phrases

suffisent.
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SPORT Sport The Lucerna
LEVEL B1 Ashes Premier League ATP

Perth, One Year On: How
Australia Kept the Ashes

By The Lucerna newsroom Reading level: B1

A year ago, the Ashes came to Perth.

On Friday, November 21, 2025,

Australia played England in the first

Test at Perth Stadium — the first

Ashes Test at the ground. Australia

won in two days, by eight wickets. It

was the shortest Ashes Test, by balls

bowled, since 1888.

The series ran from November 21,

2025, to January 8, 2026. Australia

won the first three Tests — in Perth, in

Brisbane and in Adelaide — and kept

the Ashes after the third Test.

England won the fourth Test, in

Melbourne, by four wickets: their first

Test win in Australia for almost

fifteen years. Australia won the fifth

Test, in Sydney, by five wickets. The

final score was 4–1.

Australia had problems before the

first Test. Their captain, Pat

Cummins, was out with a back injury,

and the fast bowler Josh Hazlewood

was out with a hamstring injury. Steve

Smith led the side instead. Scott

Boland played, and the young fast

bowler Brendan Doggett played his

first Test.

England's team was more settled. Ben

Stokes was the captain. Joe Root, the

batter England needed most, was in

the team, with Jofra Archer and Mark

Wood to bowl fast. England had not

won a Test series in Australia since

2010–11 — they lost 4–0 on their last

two tours, in 2017–18 and 2021–22.

The last series, in England in 2023,

was drawn.

One Test lasts up to five days — but

two Tests in this series lasted only

two. The first Test in Perth ended in

two days, and so did the fourth Test in

Melbourne. The Ashes are not a sport

for early nights.

Back home, football returns too. The

Premier League is back on Saturday,

November 21, after the international

break: Manchester City play Fulham

at 12:30, and Newcastle play Arsenal

at 5:30. On Sunday, November 22,

Liverpool play Manchester United at

4:30 — and the ATP Finals end in

Turin, with the singles final not

before 6 p.m. local time.

And American football? Week 11

opens on Thursday, November 19,

with the Colts at the Texans. On

Sunday, November 22, the Vikings

play the 49ers in Mexico City, at 8:20

p.m. Eastern. The Patriots, after

Munich, have the week off.

WHYPERTH? Pourquoi Perth ?

Perth Stadium hosted its first Ashes

Test in November 2025. The city was

not in the 2021–22 tour at all.

Australia lost their first Test at the

ground in November 2024, by 295

runs to India — and won their first

Ashes Test there in two days, a year

later.

How do you follow three sports in one

day? Choose one game to watch fully,

and follow the others on your phone.

That is the modern fan: one screen for

the game, one screen for the scores.

The ATP Finals in Turin run from

Sunday, November 15, to Sunday,

November 22. The eight best singles

players of the year play in two groups

of four: Alexander Zverev, Carlos

Alcaraz, Ben Shelton, Daniil

Medvedev, Flavio Cobolli, Arthur Fils,

Frances Tiafoe and Rafael Jodar. The

champion of the last two years, Jannik

Sinner, is out with a knee injury.

Note | a Test : un match de cricket de

cinq jours · a tour : une tournée · an

injury : une blessure · a break : une

pause.

A COMPREHENSION

Lisez l'article de la page 4 et choisissez la

bonne réponse.

B1 46.

The 2025–26 Ashes began on... A. Friday,

November 21, 2025, in Perth · B.

Saturday, November 21, 2026, in Perth ·

C. Thursday, November 19, in Houston

B1 47.

Australia's captain, Pat Cummins, is out

with... A. a knee injury · B. a hamstring

injury · C. a back injury

B1 48.

Steve Smith... A. is out with an injury · B.

leads the side instead · C. plays for

England

B1 49.

England last won a Test series in

Australia in... A. 2010–11 · B. 2017–18 ·

C. 2021–22

B1 50.

On Saturday, November 21, Manchester

City play Fulham at... A. 10:20 a.m. · B.

4:30 p.m. · C. 12:30 p.m.

B1 51.

The ATP Finals champion of the last two

years, Jannik Sinner, is out with... A. a

back injury · B. a knee injury · C. a

hamstring injury

B SENTENCES

Complétez la phrase avec le mot donné.

B1 52. Complétez

Perth Stadium ___ its first Ashes Test in

November 2025.

B1 53. Complétez

One Test ___ up to five days.

A2 54. Complétez

___ singles players play in Turin.

A2 55. Complétez

Australia ___ the first Test by eight

wickets.

C THEWORDS

B1 56–59. Associez

56. a Test

57. a tour

58. an injury

59. a break

a. a pause between parts of a season

b. a five-day cricket match

c. a series of games away from home

d. damage to the body that stops you

playing

D PAST SIMPLE

Réécrivez au prétérit (pour parler d'un

match terminé).

B1 60. Réécrivez

England (lose) 4–0 in 2021–22.→ ___

B1 61. Réécrivez

Australia (lose) their first Test at the

ground.→ ___

B1 62. Réécrivez

The last series (end) in a draw in 2023.

→ ___

B1 63. Réécrivez

India (beat) Australia by 295 runs in

November 2024.→ ___

W. G. Grace, cricket's first great star, in a

photograph from the late 1880s. The Ashes

began in 1882, in his time — and the urn is still

the prize.

Herbert Rose Barraud — public domain, via Wikimedia

Commons

SATURDAY, NOV 21 Samedi

Premier League: Man City–Fulham

12:30, Newcastle–Arsenal 17:30.

ATP Finals semi-finals, Turin.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22:

Liverpool–Man Utd 16:30, ATP finals

day.

NFLWEEK 11: Thu Nov 19,

Colts–Texans. Sun Nov 22,

Vikings–49ers in Mexico City.

ONE SCREEN, TWO SCREENS

The modern fan watches one game fully

and follows the others on a phone. Try it

in English: “The score is 14–10.” “Who

scored?” “Arsenal are winning!” — short

sentences, live English.

Anglais du match : le score, qui a marqué,

qui mène — des phrases courtes, c'est

l'anglais en direct.
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YOUTH Jeunesse The Lucerna
LEVEL B1 Break the silence Brisez le silence

Break the Silence: Odd
Socks and Loud Voices

By The Lucerna newsroom Reading level: B1

OnMonday, November 16, schools

across Britain do something strange:

children and teachers wear odd socks.

One red sock, one blue sock — on

purpose. It is Odd Socks Day, the first

day of Anti-Bullying Week, and this

year is its tenth birthday.

Anti-Bullying Week runs from

Monday, November 16, to Friday,

November 20. It is organised by the

Anti-Bullying Alliance, and this year's

theme is “Break the Silence”. The idea

is simple: bullying is hardest to stop

when nobody speaks about it. So the

week asks children — and adults — to

start conversations, to speak up, to

listen, and to take action together.

The numbers are big: the campaign

reaches about eight million children

and young people, and more than

80% of schools in England, Wales and

Northern Ireland take part. The

theme was chosen with more than

200 children and young people, who

said that speaking up was the hardest

part.

Friday, November 20, is also World

Children's Day — a day for children's

rights around the world, led by

UNICEF. This year's theme is “My

day. My rights. My future.” The date

marks the day in 1989 when the

United Nations adopted the

Convention on the Rights of the

Child.

What can one child do? Tell a teacher.

Tell a parent. Tell a friend. And if you

see someone alone at lunch, sit with

them. A small act is not small to the

person it helps — and a loud voice

starts with one sentence.

ODD SOCKS, IN NUMBERS Chiffres

10 — years of Odd Socks Day. 8 million

— children reached by the week. 200 —

children who helped choose this year's

theme.

If you want to practise

Monday-morning English, try this:

wear odd socks, and explain them in

English. “I wear odd socks for

Anti-Bullying Week. Different is good.”

Three sentences — and a whole week of

practice.

Note | bullying = le harcèlement · to

speak up = parler franchement · a right =

un droit · silence = le silence

A COMPREHENSION

Lisez l'article de la page 5 et choisissez la

bonne réponse.

B1 64.

Anti-Bullying Week runs from... A.

November 9 to 13 · B. Monday,

November 16, to Friday, November 20 ·

C. November 20 to 26

B1 65.

This year's theme is... A. “Break the

Silence” · B. “Challenge Yourself” · C. “My

day. My rights.”

B1 66.

Odd Socks Day is... A. new this year · B.

five years old · C. ten years old

B1 67.

The campaign reaches about... A. 200

children · B. eight million children · C. 80

children

B1 68.

World Children's Day is on... A. Friday,

November 20 · B. Monday, November 16 ·

C. Thursday, November 26

B1 69.

The Convention on the Rights of the

Child was adopted in... A. 1910 · B. 1969 ·

C. 1989

B SENTENCES

Complétez la phrase avec le mot donné.

B1 70. Complétez

Break the ___: speak up about bullying.

B1 71. Complétez

OnMonday, children wear odd ___.

A2 72. Complétez

Every child has ___.

A2 73. Complétez

Speak ___: tell a teacher.

C THEWORDS

B1 74–77. Associez

74. bullying

75. to speak up

76. a right

77. silence

a. saying what you think, loudly and

clearly

b. something every child has, by law

c. saying nothing at all

d. hurting or frightening someone

again and again

D PRESENT CONTINUOUS

Réécrivez au présent continu (une action en

cours).

B1 78. Réécrivez

Schools (wear) odd socks today.→ ___

B1 79. Réécrivez

Children (speak) up this week.→ ___

B1 80. Réécrivez

We (listen) to every child.→ ___

B1 81. Réécrivez

She (sit) with a new friend.→ ___

Children from Lawrence, Massachusetts,

marching in New York on February 19, 1912,

during the textile strike. They asked for bread —

and the world listened. Children have always

had a voice.

Bain News Service — public domain, via Library of

Congress

SPEAKUP Osez parler

“Break the silence.” “Different is good.”

“Sit with me.” — three sentences for

one week. Learn them, and Monday

morning in English is yours.

FRIDAY'SWORDS

“My day. My rights. My future.” — the

words of World Children's Day, Friday,

November 20. Three short sentences, one

big idea: children have a voice, and the

world should listen.

“Every child has rights” means: every

child, everywhere, has the right to be

safe, to learn, and to be heard. After that

sentence, the listening begins.

Chaque enfant a des droits | Every child has

rights = Chaque enfant a des droits.

THE JUNGLE, TOO

After Friday, the weekend keeps going:

the jungle is on every night, and the

football is back on Saturday. The week

ends with sport — and starts again with

school on Monday.
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DEEP READ En profondeur The Lucerna
LEVEL B2 The map after November 3 La carte après le 3 novembre

TheMap After November
3: Reading the Results

By The Lucerna newsroom Reading level: B2

The vote is counted. The map is still

being drawn. On Tuesday, November

3, Americans voted for the House, for

a third of the Senate, and for

governor in 36 states. By the Sunday

after the vote, November 8, the

Associated Press had called the big

question: the Democrats had won

both houses of Congress.

Here is the map, as called on Sunday,

November 8. In the House, the

Democrats won 254 seats, the

Republicans 162, and 19 races were

still uncalled. In the Senate, the

Democrats won 20 of the 33 races

called and the Republicans 13, with

Alaska and Mississippi still uncalled.

Seven Senate seats changed hands,

and all seven went to the Democrats:

Iowa, Kansas, Maine, North Carolina,

Ohio, South Carolina and Texas.

What does “called” mean? A call is a

news organisation's judgement: the

maths is clear, and the candidate

behind cannot catch up. It is not the

official result. The official result comes

when each state certifies its count —

between November 10 and December

18, with no fixed date in some states.

In Georgia, a Senate race with no

majority winner goes to a runoff on

December 1 — but this time Jon

Ossoff won reelection with about 59%

of the vote, so there was no runoff.

Mississippi has no runoff in a regular

election: the candidate with the most

votes wins.

What changes? In January 2027, the

new Congress meets, with a

Democratic House and a Democratic

Senate. The two parties choose their

leaders first: the House Republicans

on November 10, the House

Democrats on November 18 and 19.

The Speaker — the leader of the

House — is chosen when the new

Congress meets in January. The

Speaker, Mike Johnson, has said he

will not run to lead the Republicans in

the new Congress.

What does not change? The President

stays the same, and so does the White

House. A midterm changes Congress,

not the President. That is the

American system: the voters speak in

the middle of a President's term, and

the two sides must then work — or

argue — together. The map is drawn.

The work starts in January.

A PRACTICE BALLOT Bulletin test

For Governor:☐ Candidate A ·☐
Candidate B. For the House:☐
Candidate C ·☐ Candidate D. Names

are codes here — this ballot teaches

how to mark, not whom to choose.

A note on numbers in this issue: this

paper prints the calls of Sunday,

November 8, and says so. The calls

can still move a little as the count

goes on — and this paper will not

guess the final numbers. When the

certified results are in, VOL.5 will

report them.

Note | to call a race = annoncer le résultat

· to certify = confirmer officiellement · a

runoff = un second tour · a map = une

carte politique.

READ THE CHART Graphique

How big was the change? The chart is the

calls of Sunday, November 8 — not the

certified results, and not a prediction.

House called: 254 Democrats, 162

Republicans, 19 uncalled (Nov 8)

Senate called: 20 Democrats, 13

Republicans, 2 uncalled (Nov 8)

Senate flips: 7, all to the Democrats

Governors flipped: 5, all to the

Democrats

States certify: November 10 to

December 18

Runoff, if needed: December 1 (Georgia

only)

A CHART READING

Lisez le graphique des chiffres annoncés

ci-dessus et choisissez la bonne réponse.

B2 82.

In the House, as called on November 8,

the Democrats won... A. 218 seats · B. 254

seats · C. 162 seats

B2 83.

In the House, races still uncalled: ... A. 2 ·

B. 13 · C. 19

B2 84.

In the Senate, races called: ... A. 33 of 35 ·

B. 20 of 35 · C. 35 of 35

B2 85.

Senate seats that changed hands: ... A. 5 ·

B. 7 · C. 22

B2 86.

Governors' offices that changed hands: ...

A. 5 · B. 7 · C. 2

B2 87.

The House numbers add up to... A. 218 ·

B. 413 · C. 435

B COMPREHENSION

Lisez l'article de la page 6 et choisissez la

bonne réponse.

B2 88.

A “call” is... A. the official result · B. a news

organisation's judgement · C. a vote in

Congress

B2 89.

The official result comes when... A. the

state certifies its count · B. TV calls the

race · C. the first votes arrive

B2 90.

The two Senate races still uncalled are

in... A. Georgia and Texas · B. Iowa and

Ohio · C. Alaska and Mississippi

B2 91.

The House Republicans choose their

leader on... A. November 8 · B. November

10 · C. November 18

B2 92.

Amidterm changes... A. Congress, not the

President · B. the President, not Congress

· C. the courts

B2 93.

The certified results will be reported in...

A. VOL.3 · B. this issue · C. VOL.5

C SENTENCES

Complétez la phrase avec le mot donné.

B2 94. Complétez

Each state must ___ its count.

B2 95. Complétez

News organisations ___ a race when the

maths is clear.

B2 96. Complétez

Seven Senate seats ___ hands on

election night.

B1 97. Complétez

Counting ___ time in every state.

B1 98. Complétez

The rule ___ from state to state.

B1 99. Complétez

A call is not the ___ result.

A voting booth in the Old State House,

Hartford, Connecticut: one voter, one ballot,

one private moment. On Tuesday, November 3,

millions of Americans did the same.

Kenneth C. Zirkel — CC0, via Wikimedia Commons

HOWLONG? Durée du mandat

House: 2 years, all 435 seats each

midterm. Senate: 6 years, about a third

each election. President: 4 years.

Governor: usually 4 years.

FIFTY ELECTIONS

One country, fifty systems: that is why

American election night is a map, not a

single number. Learn the map, and the

night makes sense.

Une carte : cinquante États, cinquante règles

— c'est pourquoi, le soir des élections, on

regarde une carte, pas un seul chiffre.
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LANGUAGE INHAND La langue en main The Lucerna
A2→ B2 Phrases of the week Phrases de la semaine

WORDS A2 win / won

Note | Win est au présent (on gagne à

chaque fois) ; won est au passé (on a déjà

gagné) — cette semaine, on emploie

surtout le passé.

win = to get first place. won = the past

of win.

A2: “The Democrats won the House.”

The vote is over, so the verb is in the

past: won, not win.

Try it: win / won — ask “Will England

win the next Ashes?” about the future:

the next series is in England, in June

2027. About last year: “Australia won

the first Test.”

WORDS B1 more than

Note | comparative = le comparatif : avec

more than, on parle de quantité et de

taille.

more than = a bigger number than. In

the House, 254 is more than 218. The

majority is 218 — and 254 is 36 more

than the majority.

B1: “254 seats is more than the 218

needed.” With numbers, use more

than: more people, more seats, more

votes.

Try it: “The film is longer than the

trailer.” “The book is cheaper than the

film.”

GRAMMAR A2 will + verb

Note | will + infinitif : pour ce qui va se

passer ; dans les questions, will se met au

début.

The counting will continue. The new

Congress will meet in January. Will the

count change? Nobody knows.

Rule: will + verb, no -s, no -ed. “She will

win.” “They will vote.” Question: “Will

they watch the jungle?”

GRAMMAR B1 past simple

Note | past simple = le prétérit : pour ce

qui s'est déjà passé ; il faut apprendre les

verbes irréguliers.

Use the past for the past: Collins

published the novel in 2025. Haymitch

won the 50th Games. England lost 4–0

in 2021–22. India beat Australia by

295 runs.

Irregular verbs in this issue: win→

won, lose→ lost, beat→ beat, choose

→ chose, run→ ran.

GRAMMAR B2 headlines

Note | headline present = le présent des

titres : les journaux racontent au présent

ce qui s'est déjà passé.

Newspapers use the present in

headlines for what already happened:

“Democrats Win the House and the

Senate” — the vote was on November 3,

but the headline says Win, not Won.

The present makes the news feel fresh.

GRAMMAR B2 whether

Note | whether introduit une

subordonnée : pour ce qu'on ne sait pas,

on emploie whether.

Nobody knows whether the count will

change. Nobody knows whether it will

rain in Perth. Whether = if — for what

you do not know.

GOLDEN SENTENCES

Phrases d'or (phrases originales de ce

numéro) — apprenez-les par cœur, et vous

pourrez écrire comme ça.

“The vote is over. The counting is not.”

—— From page 2 of this issue.

“A “call” is not the official result.”

—— From page 1 of this issue.

“The Ashes are not a sport for early

nights.”

—— From page 4 of this issue.

“A midterm changes Congress, not the

President.”

—— From page 6 of this issue.

“The map is drawn. The work starts in

January.”

—— From page 6 of this issue.

“Two jungles, one week: a painted

jungle in the cinema, and a real jungle

on television.”

—— From page 3 of this issue.

“A small act is not small to the person

it helps — and a loud voice starts with

one sentence.”

—— From page 5 of this issue.

“On Tuesday, November 3, Americans

voted in the midterm election — for all

435 seats in the House of

Representatives, for 35 seats in the

Senate, and for governor in 36 states.”

—— From page 1 of this issue.

THEDRILLS Exercices

Complétez avec ces mots : won / more / lost /

will / published / whether / chose / win.

A2 100. Complétez

“The Democrats ___ the House.”

B1 101. Complétez

254 is ___ than 218.

B1 102. Complétez

England ___ 4–0 in 2021–22.

A2 103. Complétez

The new Congress ___ meet in January.

B1 104. Complétez

Collins ___ the novel in 2025.

B2 105. Complétez

Nobody knows ___ the count will

change.

B2 106. Complétez

ITV ___ Monday for the launch.

A2 107. Complétez

“Democrats ___ the House” is a

headline.

ERROR CLINIC Les erreurs

A2 108. Corrigez

“The Democrats win the House in

2026.” (wrong tense)

A2 109. Corrigez

“The count continue after the vote.”

(wrong tense)

B1 110. Corrigez

“254 is more then 218.” (wrong word)

B2 111. Corrigez

“Nobody knows if the count will change

or not whether.” (wrong structure)

Samuel Johnson, painted by Sir Joshua

Reynolds in 1772. Johnson's dictionary fixed

English words — and this page fixes yours.

Sir Joshua Reynolds — public domain, via Wikimedia

Commons

THE TOOLBOX Boîte à outils

A2 — “The Democrats won the House.”

Les démocrates ont remporté la

Chambre.

B1 — “254 is more than 218.” 254 est

plus que 218.

B2 — “Nobody knows whether the

count will change.” Personne ne sait si

le décompte va changer.

READERS' CORNER Courrier

VOL.3 promised real letters from VOL.4.

No letters arrived by press time. This

page keeps the promise open: send your

letter, your three sentences, or your

five-sentence film review to the

newsroom. Real letters, with your name

and city only if you give them, will

appear here from VOL.5.

Le VOL.3 l'avait promis : à partir du VOL.4,

nous publions les vraies lettres des lecteurs.

Aucune lettre n'était arrivée au moment de

mettre sous presse — la promesse reste

valable : envoyez votre lettre, vos trois

phrases ou votre critique de film en cinq

phrases à la rédaction. Les vraies lettres

paraîtront à partir du VOL.5, avec votre nom

et votre ville seulement si vous l'acceptez.

AN EXAMPLE LETTER Exemple

This letter is written by the editor, only to

show the shape. It is not a reader's letter. No

name and no city are given, because no real

letter has arrived yet.

“Dear Lucerna, I read the midterm story

with my class. We counted the seats

together — 254, 162, 19. My question:

when will the count be final? Thank you

for the numbers.” — A reader, somewhere

in the world.

Cette lettre a été écrite par la rédaction,

seulement pour montrer la forme. Ce n'est

pas une lettre de lecteur. Ni nom ni ville n'y

figurent, car aucune vraie lettre n'est encore

arrivée.

NEXTWEEK Aperçu du VOL.5

Thanksgiving in America. The Ashes:

England's rematch waits until June 2027.

More certified results of the midterm

election. And your letters — the first real

ones.
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EXERCISES & ANSWERS Exercices et réponses The Lucerna
ALL LEVELS Test yourself Testez-vous

A CLOZE Texte à trous

Maya is a student in London. This week,

she is following the American election. On

(112)___ morning, November 3, she reads

the news about the midterm election. She

learns a new word: a (113)___ is a news

organisation's judgement — not the official

result. On Wednesday, she writes a

sentence: “The vote is over, but the

counting (114)___.” Her teacher smiles:

“The new Congress (115)___ in January.”

Maya (116)___ the dates in her notebook:

states (117)___ their counts by December

18. OnMonday, she (118)___ odd socks to

school for Anti-Bullying Week. And on

Friday, she (119)___ the new Hunger

Games film with her class.

Les choix :

112. [A2] A. Monday · B. Tuesday · C. Friday

113. [A2] A. vote · B. call · C. seat

114. [A2] A. continuing · B. was continued · C.

continues

115. [A2] A. meet · B. met · C. will meet

116. [B1] A. writes · B. write · C. is wrote

117. [B1] A. certified · B. will certify · C.

certifies

118. [B1] A. wears · B. is wear · C. wearing

119. [B1] A. watched · B. watch · C. will watch

B MULTIPLE CHOICE QCM

A2 120.
Howmany House seats did the Democrats

win, as called? A. 218 · B. 254 · C. 162

A2 121.
The vote was on... A. Tue, Nov 3 · B. Sun,

Nov 8 · C. Mon, Nov 16

A2 122.
Howmany Senate seats changed hands? A. 2

· B. 5 · C. 7

A2 123.
“Sunrise on the Reaping” opens on... A. Nov

16 · B. Fri, Nov 20 · C. Nov 22

A2 124.
“I'm a Celebrity” starts... A. Mon, Nov 16, 9

p.m. · B. Sun, Nov 15 · C. Fri, Nov 20

B1 125.
Australia won the 2025–26 Ashes by... A.

4–1 · B. 1–4 · C. 2–2

B1 126.
The theme of Anti-Bullying Week is... A.

“Odd Socks” · B. “Break the Silence” · C. “My

day”

B1 127.
World Children's Day is on... A. Fri, Nov 20 ·

B. Thu, Nov 26 · C. Mon, Nov 16

B1 128.
Thanksgiving is on... A. Mon, Nov 16 · B. Fri,

Nov 27 · C. Thu, Nov 26

C READING Compréhension

Tom is a teacher in Manchester. On

Monday, November 16, his class is reading

about the American election. “The

Democrats won the House with 254 seats,”

he says. “And the Senate, with 20 of 33

seats called.” The class asks: “Is it

finished?” “No,” says Tom. “The states

must certify their counts. And two Senate

races are still uncalled.” Then Tom opens

the second story: “Today is Odd Socks

Day.” The children laugh — Tom is wearing

one red sock and one blue sock.

B1 129.
Tom is... A. a student · B. a teacher in

Manchester · C. a reporter

B1 130.
The Democrats won the House with... A. 254

seats · B. 218 seats · C. 162 seats

B1 131.
Tom is wearing... A. one red sock · B. one

blue sock · C. one red sock and one blue sock

B1 132.
Tom's class is reading about... A. the Ashes ·

B. the American election · C. the film

D SENTENCES Phrases à former

B1 133.
Will future: “The new Congress (meet) in

January.”→ ___

B1 134.
Past simple: “The Democrats (win) the

House.”→ ___

B1 135.
Comparative: “254 is ___ than 218.”

B2 136.
Whether: “Nobody knows ___ the count will

change.”

E TRANSLATION Traduction

B2 137.
Traduis: “The Democrats won the House

and the Senate.”

B2 138.
Traduis: “The counting continues.”

B2 139.
Traduis: “The new Congress will meet in

January 2027.”

B1 140.
Traduis: “Break the silence.”

F WORDS Mots à associer

A2 141–144. Associez

141. a call

142. a runoff

143. to certify

144. a midterm

a. an election in the middle of a

President's term

b. a news organisation's judgement on

a race

c. a second vote, when nobody wins

d. to confirm a count officially

G DIALOGUE À compléter

— Two tickets for the new Hunger Games

film, please. — Which (145)___? — The front

row, please. — Here you are. Is this the

(146)___ about Haymitch? — Yes, the young

Haymitch. — One large (147)___ and two

drinks, please. — What time is the next

(148)___? — At eight. — And the film opens

on (149)___, November 20? — Yes, Friday.

Enjoy the film!

Levels: 145–149 [A2]

H WRITING Écriture [B1]

Write a short text (80 to 100 words): “MyMonday, November 16”. Tell us: did you wear

odd socks, what did you watch on television, what did you read about the election — and

one sentence about the film on Friday. The best texts will appear in VOL.5 (page 7,

“Readers' Corner”).

Écrivez 80–100 mots en anglais : « Mon lundi 16 novembre ». Dites si vous avez porté des

chaussettes dépareillées, ce que vous avez regardé à la télévision le soir, ce que vous avez lu sur

l'élection — et une phrase sur le film de vendredi.

The Main Reading Room, Library of Congress — Carol M. Highsmith, public domain.

MODEL Texte modèle

OnMonday, November 16, I wore odd socks to school — one red, one blue. My teacher

smiled and said, “Break the silence.” In the evening, we watched the jungle on television

together with my family. On Tuesday, we read about the election in class: the Democrats

won the House with 254 seats. On Friday, we will watch the new Hunger Games film. It is

a busy week of votes, socks and stories — and I am learning to say it all in English.

ANSWERS Toutes les réponses commentées (pages 1 à 8)

— Page 1 —

1. midterm · 2. call · 3. seats (seat = un siège) · 4. majority · 5.

changed · 6. January · 7. B · 8. A · 9. C · 10. C

— Page 2 —

11. November · 12. January · 13. 1 · 14. Thursday (Thanksgiving,

c'est un jeudi) · 15. 27 · 16. The new Congress will meet in January. ·

17. States will certify their counts. · 18. Families will travel home. ·

19. Will they watch the jungle on Monday? · 20. B · 21. C · 22. A · 23.

B · 24. b · 25. c · 26. a · 27. d

— Page 3 —

28. B · 29. A · 30. C · 31. B · 32. A · 33. C · 34. opens · 35. mentor · 36.

twice (twice = deux fois plus) · 37. jungle · 38. b · 39. a · 40. d · 41. c ·

42. Collins published the novel in 2025. · 43. Haymitch won the

50th Games. (win→won) · 44. Rousseau painted jungles he never

saw. · 45. ITV chose Monday for the launch.

— Page 4 —

46. A · 47. C · 48. B · 49. A · 50. C · 51. B · 52. hosted · 53. lasts · 54.

eight (huit = eight) · 55. won · 56. b · 57. c (tour = une tournée c) · 58.

d · 59. a · 60. England lost 4–0 in 2021–22. · 61. Australia lost their

first Test at the ground. · 62. The last series ended in a draw in

2023. · 63. India beat Australia by 295 runs.

— Page 5 —

64. B · 65. A · 66. C (C'est la dixième Journée des chaussettes

dépareillées) · 67. B · 68. A · 69. C · 70. silence · 71. socks (sock = une

chaussette) · 72. rights (right = un droit) · 73. up · 74. d · 75. a · 76. b

(right = un droit b) · 77. c · 78. Schools are wearing odd socks today. ·

79. Children are speaking up this week. · 80. We are listening to

every child. · 81. She is sitting with a new friend.

— Page 6 —

82. B (Annoncé le 8 novembre : les démocrates ont 254 sièges à la

Chambre) · 83. C (19 sièges de la Chambre restent à annoncer) · 84.

A (Sur 35 sièges du Sénat, 33 sont annoncés) · 85. B (7 sièges du

Sénat changent de camp, tous pour les démocrates) · 86. A (5 postes

de gouverneur changent de camp, tous pour les démocrates) · 87. C

(254 + 162 + 19 = 435 (total des sièges à la Chambre)) · 88. B · 89. A

(Le résultat officiel vient de la certification des États) · 90. C · 91. B ·

92. A · 93. C · 94. certify · 95. call · 96. changed · 97. takes · 98.

differs · 99. official

— Page 7 —

100. won · 101. more · 102. lost · 103. will · 104. published · 105.

whether · 106. chose · 107. win · 108. Correct: The Democrats won

the House. (won / win, erreur de temps) · 109. Correct: The count

continued after the vote. (le passé de continue : continued) · 110.

Correct: 254 is more than 218. (more than, structure) · 111. Correct:

Nobody knows whether it will change. (whether introduit une

subordonnée)

— Page 8 —

112. Tuesday (Jour du vote : mardi 3 novembre) · 113. call (call =

annoncer le résultat) · 114. continues (continues, au présent) · 115.

will meet (will meet, au futur) · 116. writes (writes, 3e personne) ·

117. will certify (will certify, au futur) · 118. wears (wears, 3e

personne) · 119. will watch (will watch, au futur) · 120. B (254 sièges

démocrates à la Chambre) · 121. A (Jour du vote : 3 novembre) · 122.

C (7 sièges du Sénat changent de camp) · 123. B (Le nouveau film

sort le 20 novembre) · 124. A (La jungle commence le 16 novembre

à 21 h) · 125. A (L'Australie a remporté les Ashes 2025–26 par 4–1) ·

126. B (Thème de la Semaine contre le harcèlement : « Brisez le

silence ») · 127. A (Journée mondiale de l'enfance, le 20 novembre) ·

128. C (Thanksgiving, jeudi 26 novembre) · 129. B (Tom enseigne à

Manchester) · 130. A (254 sièges démocrates à la Chambre) · 131. C

(Tom porte une chaussette rouge et une bleue) · 132. B (La classe de

Tom lit les nouvelles de l'élection) · 133. will meet (will + verbe à

l'infinitif) · 134. won (win→ won) · 135. more (more than,

comparatif) · 136. whether (whether = si) · 137. Les démocrates ont

remporté la Chambre et le Sénat. (the House and the Senate = les

deux chambres) · 138. Le dépouillement continue. (continues =

continue encore) · 139. Le nouveau Congrès se réunira en janvier

2027. (will meet = se réunira) · 140. Brisez le silence. (Break the

silence.) · 141. b (call = annoncer le résultat b) · 142. c (runoff = un

second tour c) · 143. d (certify = confirmer officiellement d) · 144. a

(midterm = une élection de mi-mandat a) · 145. row (row = une

rangée) · 146. film (film = un film) · 147. popcorn (popcorn = du

pop-corn) · 148. show (show = une séance) · 149. Friday (Friday =

vendredi) · 150. Tâche ouverte — points dans le cadre d'écriture ;

texte modèle dans le cadre de cette page (Noté sur les points)

The Lucerna HEBDOMADAIRE ANGLAIS VOL.4 TEXTE EN ANGLAIS EXPLICATIONS EN FRANÇAIS Page 8 sur 8


